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Master’s and Doctoral Programs in Disability Sciences

Degree Programs in Comprehensive Human Sciences

Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences
University of Tsukuba
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The Master’s Program in Disability Sciences

At University of Tsukuba, we aim to provide education from the perspective of students, ensure the quality of
education for stakeholders, and create educational systems with international compatibility and collaboration.

Since April 2020, we have transitioned all graduate programs to degree program systems. The Disability
Science Degree Program trains researchers with the foundational research skills to promote scientific and
practical research in disability sciences, as well as competent special education teachers and highly
specialized professionals in disability support who possess a scientific foundation and can effectively
demonstrate their abilities in practical settings, thereby becoming leaders both domestically and
internationally. It also cultivates researchers capable of conducting pioneering education in disability

science-related fields from a global perspective.

l Curriculum and Licenses / Qualifications

In the Master’s Program in Disability Sciences,
flexible course enroliment is possible according to
the needs of each student and their prior specialized
education history. It offers a diverse range of
coursework tailored to students' academic goals.
Students aiming to become researchers in disability
sciences focus on acquiring knowledge and skills
specific to their desired area of disability
specialization or interdisciplinary field as the first
stage of researcher training.

Students aiming to become teachers in special
needs schools or special support classes focus on
acquiring knowledge and skills related to the

philosophy and systems of special education, as well

as the physiology, psychology, curriculum and
teaching methods for students with disabilities. By
obtaining the necessary credits, they can earn the
“Type 1 Special Needs School Teacher License
(Specialization in Visual Impairment, Hearing
Impairment, Intellectual Disabilities, Physical
Disabilities, and Health Impairments)” and qualify to
take the exams for “Clinical Developmental
Psychologist” and “School Psychologist”.

Students aiming to work as staff in therapeutic
institutions or welfare facilities for individuals with
disabilities focus on acquiring knowledge and skills
related to disability development, clinical support,
and related areas.

] Requirements for diplomas and the Thesis Support System

In the Disability Science Degree Program, the

following requirements must be met:

(1) Earn five credits from required foundational
courses, seven credits from specialized courses
in the chosen area of expertise, and at least 18
credits from other courses, for a total of 30
credits or more.

l Academic degree

Master of Arts in Disability Sciences

(2) Pass the master's thesis examination and final
examination. Each student will have a thesis
support system consisting of one primary advisor
and two co-advisors.
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The Doctoral Program in Disability Sciences

The Doctoral Program in Disability Sciences aims to train researchers and educators who can conduct
research on a variety of practical issues related to disabilities, as well as engage in cutting-edge research
and pioneering education in the field of disability sciences. It also seeks to develop highly specialized
professionals who are involved in research, education, and guidance. Covering a wide range of disability
sciences with faculty from diverse areas, the program prepares researchers and highly specialized
professionals who are internationally competent, equipped with insights that look toward the future.

l Curriculum

In the Doctoral Program in Disability Sciences, the
common required course “Practical Methods of
Disability Science Research” is offered, providing
students in the disability science field with
opportunities to teach under the supervision of
faculty to acquire teaching methods. The elective
required courses, including “Advanced Studies in
Visual Impairment”, “Advanced Studies in Hearing
Impairment”, “Advanced Studies in Intellectual,
Developmental and Behavioral Disabilities”,
“Advanced Studies in Physical Disabilities and
Health Impairments”, “Advanced Studies in Speech

i Thesis support

and Language Disorders”, “Advanced Studies in
Disability Welfare”, and “Advanced Studies in
Disability Theory”, cover advanced content related
to each specific disability or area.

Additionally, based on students' future aspirations,
the program aims to cultivate interdisciplinary
researchers and educators focused on specific
types of disabilities, as well as highly specialized
professionals equipped with practical research skills
to flexibly address contemporary issues related to
individuals with disabilities and the elderly.

B Academic degree

An instruction and support system consisting of one
main supervisor and two sub supervisors is
available for each student, to aid in the development
and acquisition of the doctoral degree.

Doctor of Philosophy in Disability Sciences
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Program in Disability Sciences consists of coursework that meets the
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Certificate for Teachers of
Schools for Children with

Special Needs
(First Class*Advanced-five fields)

various needs of society (including in-service training for professionals
in special needs education or disability clinics/disability welfare)

ERFRE A
(BRERFGE VIR - DI

Certification for psychologist
(Clinical developmental psychologist *
School psychologist)
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distinctive subjects
Special Seminar on
International Conference
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Master’s Program in Disability Sciences
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Collaboration with organizations inside
and outside University
(affiliated special needs
education schools etc.)
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Collaboration with overseas Universities

(South Korea, Taiwan, German,
China, USA, etc.)

FHRENSERMBIEST
EREDH DN

The transition from the Bachelor’s to
PhD via the Master’s program
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» https://www.tsukuba.ac.jp/education/g-courses-g-tsukuba-tokyo/index.html
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» BEHIEIERIZ  https://www2.human.tsukuba.ac.jp/ids/disability-dp/list
BHZEEEFRE  https://www2.human.tsukuba.ac.jp/ids/disability-dp/list
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Contact Addresses for Entrance Examination
KEZRARIBHME entrance examination information BEMNZFZNTOISLHEIEEIE Master’' s Program in Disability Sciences
P https://www.tsukuba.ac.jp/admission/graduate-overview/ P https://www2.human.tsukuba.ac.jp/ids/disability-mp
RERBSEEIAR BERZZA OIS A%EIEFE  Doctoral Program in Disability Sciences
P hitps://www.ap-graduate.tsukuba.ac.jp/ P hitps://www?2.human.tsukuba.ac.jp/ids/disability-dp

E-mail:dsdc@human.tsukuba.ac.jp
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Tsukuba Science City Map and Location of the University
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Master's and Doctoral Programs in Disability Sciences, Degree Programs in

Comprehensive Human Sciences, Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences

University of Tsukuba

T305-8572 HFEDOIIHEXKEAT-1-1
1-1-1 Tennodai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki Prefecture 305-8572, Japan
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