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Master’s and Doctoral Programs in Disability Sciences

Degree Programs in Comprehensive Human Sciences

Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences
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The Master’s Program in Disability Sciences

In April 2020, all graduate courses at the University of Tsukuba transitioned to a new degree program system.
The aim of this system is to provide education from a student-oriented perspective, whilst ensuring the
highest quality of education, at the same time as building an educational system that is both internationally
compatible and collaborative. The course “Program in Disability Sciences” aims to promote scientific and
practical research in the field of disability sciences among participants who already have fundamental
research capabilities. It also trains teachers who have a foundation in the sciences and can exercise their
abilities in practical settings, and who can become leaders in this field both in Japan and overseas. The
program also trains highly specialized professionals who support people with disabilities, and researchers
who can carry out pioneering education in the field of disability sciences from a global perspective.

| Curriculums and qualifications

The Program in Disability Sciences allows students to
take up diverse courses depending on the needs of
each student and on their past experiences in
specialized education prior to enroliment. Depending
on the direction each student wants to take we offer a
variety of courses to meet their needs.

Students aspiring to become researchers in disability
sciences take their courses with an emphasis on the
acquisition of knowledge and skills in their particular
specialty along with a rounded-out study of
disabilities.

Students seeking to become teachers in special
needs schools or special needs classes focus on the
acquisition of knowledge and skills relating to the

philosophy and the systems used in special needs
education along with the psychology, physiology,
curriculum, and teaching methods for children with
disabilities. Upon acquiring the necessary credits,
students can obtain a First Class and/or an
Advanced Certificate for Teachers at Schools for
Children with Special Needs(five fields), as well as
acquiring the qualifications to take the clinical
developmental psychologist exam.

Students who have the aim of becoming
professionals at treatment and education institutions
or at welfare facilities for people with disabilities will
focus on acquiring knowledge and skills relating to
disability clinics/disability welfare.

| Requirements for diplomas, and thesis support

Program in Disability Sciences includes the following

requirements:

(1)tudents must acquire a total of at least 30 credits,
consisting of 5 credits from compulsory basic
subjects, 7 credits from specialty subjects in
specialty subjects and at least 18 credits from
other subijects.

B Academic degree

Master’s Degree(Disability Sciences)

(2) Students must successfully pass the thesis
examination and the final exam. Thesis support,
consisting of one main supervisor and two sub
supervisors, is available for each student.
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The Doctoral Program in Disability Sciences

The Doctoral Program in Disability Sciences is designed to facilitate research on various disability-related
practical issues, as well as to develop human resources such as researchers and educators who can
perform and provide advanced research and education on the disability sciences, as well as professionals
with high-level expertise who can perform and provide research, education and instruction. Faculty
members with a wide range of expertise in the disability sciences, from fundamental theory to practice, help
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train researchers and high-level professionals with future-oriented knowledge who can work actively and

internationally for the benefit of society.

| Program Content

The Doctoral Program in Disability Sciences
includes Disability Science Research Practice
Methods as an essential common subject, providing
students studying disability sciences with the
opportunity to learn teaching methods under the
supervision of faculty members. The Disability
Science Seminar, focusing on specialized subjects,
provides deeper understanding of research
methods, while the essential subjects, Research
Investigation on Visual Impairment and Blindness,
Research Investigation on Deaf and Hard of
Hearing, Research Investigation on Intellectual,
Developmental, and Behavioral Disabilities,
Research Investigation on Physical Disabilities and
Health Impairments, Research Investigation on
Speech and Language Disorders, Research
Investigation on Welfare for Persons with Disabilities
Disability Sciences and Research Investigation on
Principle of Disabilities, provide advanced education
in respective disabilities and fields.

In addition, the program provides education and
guidance through classes and research in the
following two areas, based on the future aims of the
students; and students can develop their doctoral
thesis with the following perspectives in mind.

0l Thesis support

@®Basic Disability Sciences ... This is designed to
develop interdisciplinary researchers and
educators based on disability types; specifically,
those who can perform and provide advanced
research and leading education in the disability
sciences field, and scholars who can lead and
support advanced research in the disability
sciences and modern issues, as well as
researchers with doctoral degrees (university
faculty members, research institute members,
etc.).

@®Disability Support ... This is designed to
develop high-level professionals with practical
research ability, who can flexibly address such
modern issues as people with disabilities, the
elderly, etc.; specifically, those who can perform
and provide research, education or instruction in
the field of education, welfare or rehabilitation,
etc.; with superior capability in addressing
disability-related issues; and with outstanding
research capability.

l Academic degree

An instruction and support system consisting of one
main supervisor and two sub supervisors is
available for each student, to aid in the development
and acquisition of the doctoral degree.

Doctoral Degree (Disability Sciences)
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Program in Disability Sciences consists of coursework that meets the
various needs of society (including in-service training for professionals
in special needs education or disability clinics/disability welfare)
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Certificate for Teachers of
Schools for Children with

Special Needs
(First Class*Advanced-five fields)
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Certification for psychologist

(Clinical developmental psychologist *
School psychologist)
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distinctive subjects
Special Seminar on
International Conference
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Collaboration with organizations inside
and outside University
(affiliated special needs
education schools etc.)
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Collaboration with overseas Universities

(South Korea, Taiwan, German,
China, USA, etc.)
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The transition from the Bachelor’s to
PhD via the Master’s program
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Contact Addresses for Entrance Examination
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BEERSZZNTOISL%EET R Doctoral Program in Disability Sciences
P hitp://www.human.tsukuba.ac.jp/ids/disability-dp

E-mail:dsdc@human.tsukuba.ac.jp
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Tsukuba Science City Map and Location of the University
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High Energy Accelerator Research Organization (KEK)
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Public Works Research Institute
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Tsukuba Botanical Garden
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Tsukuba Medical Center

O 2KEIFIREL 42—
Tsukuba Expo Center
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Tsukuba Aerospace Exploration Agency
O EEFIM SRR
Advanced Industrial Science and Technology
O [IRMEHR
Meteorological Research Institute
O EMREMRER

National Institute for Environmental Studies
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Japan International Cooperation Agency
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Master's and Doctoral Programs in Disability Sciences, Degree Programs in

Comprehensive Human Sciences, Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences

University of Tsukuba
T305-8572 HIFEDIIHMEREAT-1-1
1-1-1  Tennodai, Tsukuba, Ibaraki Prefecture 305-8572, Japan
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